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New England Suite is the result of a commission by Carson Cooman to provide
suitable music for the small one-manual organs built during the nineteenth-
century which are commonly found in churches throughout New England
and other parts of America. The five movements can be equally used as a
concert suite or as music for a church service. The manual indications and
dynamic markings are purely suggestive if the music is to be played on
instruments of larger dimensions, otherwise it is possible to play the whole
work on one keyboard with minimal adjustments to the stops. Technically,
there is nothing overly difficult in the writing which is intended to be for the
majority of players who regularly use these organs.

The opening Intrada is a strident processional in common time which sets
out the harmonic an modal themes of the ensuing movements. Song of ages
refers to the distance between the modern-day and the tastes and customs of
bygone generations. The melancholic melody is supported by static chords
which slowly drive the harmonic tension. A whimsical and somewhat
devilish Humoresque (A short Toccatina using only the white keys) makes a
contrasting bridge into the Lullaby, a piece filled with emotive depth and
conveying a sense of calm relief. The Final brings a joyous close to the Suite
in an unusually spaced compound time which gives the music a freedom of
spirit.

Martin Stacey
London 2018
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IT - Song of ages
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Calm and expressive J
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IIT - Humoresque

Toccatina for white keys
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Lively but not too quick J
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IV - Lullaby

legato 3

Still and reflective J = 50
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V - Final

Sortie joyeuse

With spirit .. = 132
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